Three cases of femoral vein occlusion following a Mc-Vay repair for femoral and inguinal hernias are presented. Phlebography demonstrated constriction ofthe femoral vein at the site ofthe repair. This complication is due to compression of the femoral vein by too tight a repair.
Introduction
Due to the very large number of hernia repairs performed, even rare complications attain significant proportions. Testicular atrophy, osteitis pubis, intestinal obstruction and sinus tract formation have all been reported (Condon & Nyhus, 1971) .
Little has been written (Brown et al., 1980; Nissen, 1975) on deep vein thrombosis due to damage of the femoral vein following Cooper's ligament (Mc-Vay) repair for femoral and direct inguinal hernias.
Three cases with documented constriction and thrombosis of the femoral vein at the site of the McVay repair are presented. They were collected over a ten year period in the surgical department of the Hadassah Hospital in Tel Aviv.
Case reports
A 68 year old woman was admitted with an irreducible femoral hernia. The hernia was explored by the inguinal approach, the viable bowel reduced and a Mc-Vay repair performed. The post-operative course was uneventful until the fourth day when marked oedema of the entire right leg was noted. The diameter of the calf exceeded the unaffected leg by 5 cm. The saphenous vein was engorged without superficial phlebitis. A diagnosis of deep vein thrombosis was made. A continuous intravenous heparin drip of 40,000 units/day and bed rest were initiated. Phlebography demonstrated total occlusion of the femoral vein 2-3 cm below the site of the repair. (Figure 1 ). Heparin therapy was continued for 10 days, followed by warfarin treatment over the next 3
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